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Home in Community. 

An objection often urged against Communism 
is that it breaks up families, and destroys all 
the delightful associations that naturally cluster 
around the idea of Home. Such a serious ob- 
jection should be candidly examined. If true, 
our prosperity and happiness will be limited ; 
but if it is merely a ‘ scarecrow,’ set up to 
frighten people away from the glorious fields of 
community life, it should be pulled down. 

We are better prepared to consider this mat- 
ter truthfully than the world, because we un- 
derstand both sides of the question: we know 
what home is in the world, and what it is in 
Association—what a simple and what a com- 
pound home is. 

To test the question by feeling among our- 
selyes, we have only to imagine ourselves trans- 
ported each one to a distant land, or in some 
way separated from all present and past con- 
nections. We should then naturally sigh for 
‘ Home, sweet home ;’ and which home should 
we have reference to in our minds ?—the old 
fireside home of our parents, or the home 
that we now enjoy? If we may be allowed 
to coin a word for the occasion, which place 
would seem the homest? Do not our feel- 
ings tell us that our present home, with its 
multiplied delights, would almost completely 
overshadow, in our imaginations, the home of 
our childhood, however pleasant it may have 
been ? 

We shall arrive at a more philosophical solu- 
tion of the problem before us, by inquiring 
what elements constitute a home, and compar- 
ing our present circumstances with a model 
home in the world. In the popular sentiment 
of ‘Home, sweet home,’ persons commonly 
refer to their father’s house, the home of their 
childhood, and not to the subsequent matri- 
monial home. It is the place where they were 
surrounded with a father and mother, brothers 
and sisters—the spot where affection took the 
place of business relations—where love ruled 
in place of cold selfishness. The love of chil- 
dren for their parents, and parents for their 
children, the love between husband and wife, 
and brothers and sisters: all these elements 
combined make ‘ sweet home.’ 

Now the question is, whether the increase of 
numbers, or the extension of the affections into 
the compound state, diminishes their intensity 
and beauty. We can easily see, in several re- 
spects, that these affections must be greatly 
strengthened in associate life. The ordinary 
home has for its platform, on which these affec- 
tions act, a very limited number of objects. 
The school, for instance, in which all children 
pass a great portion of their time, is almost 
universally a distinct thing from home; and 
thus all interest in education goes abroad : it is 
not a home interest. Whereas, owr school is in 
the family ; and all the interest connected with 
education becomes a family interest. 

Again, the religious interest, in ordinary fam- 
ilies, goes abroad to a great extent. It is not 
generally expected that the whole family will 
be of one heart and one mind in religion; and 
if they are, their principal connections are with 
the church outside. Their religious affections 
cannot be said to be identified with their family 
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connections. In exercising their religious af- 
fections, they must go out of the family to a 
body that they meet with only oceasionally.— 
Whereas, among us, the religious interest and 
family interest are combined: our home is a 
church and a school, as well asafamily. Eve- 
ry family should be large enough to have a good 
school and a good church within itself. This 
is the scientific law of crystallization. 

Hearts must of course be enlarged, in order 
to embrace a family of this description ; they 
must be as much larger than they commonly 
are, as a home-church, such as we propose, is 
larger than an ordinary family. And this ex- 
panding of hearts is not so difficult as might be 
supposed. To illustrate: A piece of tin bent 
into the form of a funnel, may be so small at 
the opening, as to admit only a tumbler: if it 
is made more flaring, it will receive a pitcher 
or large bow! : but if spread out till it becomes 


.|a plane surface, you can set on ita vessel of 


any size you please. ‘This illustration shows us 
how a heart may receive into itself two or three 
persons, or be so expanded as to take in any 
number—it may touch all heaven. This is the 
natural state : and all cramping and contracting 
of hearts is the work of Satan against nature. 
The grace of Christ expands hearts so that they 
are able to ‘comprehend with all saints the full- 
ness of God.’ 

Worldly homes are liable, in the first place, 
to the visitation of death at any time ; and sup- 
posing home-churches to be exposed to the 
same liability, (which will not long be the case, ) 
there is still a wide distinction between them in 
this respect. A single death in a small family 
makes, comparatively speaking, a much greater 
cavity than in an Association. Then marriage 
in the world enters home, and breaks it up: 
the children are married off, one after another, 
until the once perhaps happy family is a mere 
wreck. Nothing of this kind takes place among 
us. Our family at Oneida, for instance, might 
continue unbroken for a thousand years, and be 
constantly improving. A further considera- 
tion in favor of our mode of life, is, that each 
individual has not only a true home in 
some particular Association, but he is just as 
much at home in all the different Associations. 
As the truth spreads, and Associations are 
formed, our hearts will enlarge, until the whole 
universe will be one universal and perpetual 
home. 

From this examination, and from the testi- 
mony elicited this evening, it is evident that 
if Communism may in some instances break up 
families, it in all cases furnishes persons with a 
better and happier home ; and to many it has 
given the first real enjoyment of home. May 
this process go on until Christ’s prayer, ‘ that 
they ald may be one,’ is fulfilled in the whole 
earth !— Home- Talk. 





Sensation and Volition. 

Physiologists speak of two kinds of nerves— 
nerves of sensation and nerves of volition. 
These correspond to the male and female ele- 
ments. ‘The nerves of volition are male, and 
the nerves of sensation female. When the 
nerves of sensation predominate, a feminine 
character is formed, and vice versa. When the 
nerves of sensation are particularly active, it 
makes persons so ticklish that they are afraid 
of doing anything: it enervates and _paralizes 
the will. On the other hand, activity of the 
will may suppress sensation to a great extent; 
at least the same sensations will not be half so 
powerful when the will is active. The activity 
of the nerves of volition reduces, those of sensa- 





tion. The two cannot be very active at the same 
time. What is taken from the one is given to 
the other. If the life runs much into volition, 
it will withdraw itself from sensation. 





There is no evil in a persen’s being nervous, 


in the good sense of the word. The difficulty 
consists in the wrong set of nerves being too 
active. To be nervous in a sickly, feminine 
way, is to be sensationally nervous. ‘l'o be 
nervous in the way of volition, is manly. Per- 
haps women naturally have a preponderance of 
the nerves of sensation, and men of volition.— 
Each party ought to have both kind of nerves, 
and a preponderance of the nerves of volition 
in order to be fruitful. If women have bad 
constitutions and their nerves of sensation pre- 
dominate, they must have courage to believe 
that by the grace of God, and condensation, 
they can change their whole nervous tempera- 
ment, and become active in volition. 

The original act of faith in Christ, is nothing 
more than a wilful, decisive victory of the 
nerves of volition over those of sensation. We 
confess Christ in us, without feeling—the nerves 
of sensation do not help us. This victory of 
volition over feeling, is the process of salvation 
all the way through. Christ cured diseases by 
rousing the nerves of volition. He found per- 
sons lying down in a passive state, with their 
nerves of sensation all wide-awake, and he said 
tothem, ‘ Take up your bed and walk.’ Almost 
universally he started their wills in some such 
way. This was the secret of Harriet Hall’s 
cure. ‘True, it took a spiritual power to 
strengthen her will, but the change of her 
state was brought about by a sudden victory of 
The sonsa- 
and dis- 


her volition over her sensations. 
tional half of her was all diseased ; 
eased afterward as wellas before ; but the res- 
urrection of her will resulted in a general cure. 

We must recollect that /novwledge is of itself 
asensation. Hence, there is a way to increase 
knowledge unprofitably, so as to be actually an 
obstruction to the increase of righteousness.— 
Righteousness consists in obeying the truth ; 
i. e., in willing according to the truth. If your 
mind is taken up in knowing, and Jife is divert- 
ed from willing, the more you know, the less 
you will will. There is a great amount of this 
dreamy dealing with the truth. 

If you know your own interest, you will not 
take a passive attitude, receiving instruction as 
it comes to you, without exercising your own 
wills. You will assert your rights, and not let 
any one else do your willing for you ; you had 
—_ by far let them do your eating. —Home- 
Talk. 





Glances at Chemistry.—No. 3. 
LAWS OF AFFINITY. 

There are certain laws regulating Chemical 
Combination, which are stated in Mrs. Phelps’ 
‘Chemistry for Beginners,’ nearly as follows : 

Ist. Affinity takes place only between bodies 
of a different nature, as between an acid and 
an alkali; the attraction between particles of a 
similar nature being that of cohesion, or as it is 
sometimes called, of aggregation. 

2d. Affinity takes place only between the most 
minute particles of bodies ; therefore the more 
substances are divided by pounding, grinding, 
or by solution, the more readily they act upon 
each other; thus, if a lump of sulphur is 
thrown into alchohol, no action will take place ; 
but if sulphur be finely divided, and then put 
into alchohol, the two substances will unite, and 
form a transparent solution. 

3d. The wnion produced by affinity is perma- 
nent, and cannot be destroyed by mechanical 
means ; solutions of salt snd sugar are not de- 
composed by standing for any length of time, 
but a mixture of powdered chalk or coal, hav- 
ing no affinity, would in time exhibit a separa- 
tion, the solid part settling at the bottom, and 
the water appearing clear. 

4th. Bodies having no affinity, are sometimes 
brought to wni.e by a third body ; thus an alka- 
li unites oil and water. 

5th. The force of affinity is different betrween 
different bodies; this is illustrated in the de- 
composition of common salt by sulphuric acid. 
Salt is a combination of soda and hydrochloric 
acid. Now when sulphuric acid, or oil of vit- 
riol is introduced to this compound, the soda 





following its strongest affinity, leaves its first 


partner, hydrochloric acid, and unites with the 
sulphuric. Thus salt is decomposed. 

6th. A change of temperature often takes 
place at the moment of combination; this is very 
apparent in the case of adding sulphuric acid to 
water, when the heat becomes so great that it 
is impossible to hold the glass containing the 
mixture in the hand. 

7th. It is one of the'most important of all 
the laws of affinity that bodies combine in cer- 
tain proportions only. Thus water is always 
constituted of one part, by weight, of hydro- 
gen, to eight parts of oxygen. A salt called 
sulphate of barytes, always consists of seventy- 
eight parts of barytes to forty parts of sulphu- 
ric acid, and whether this salt is found native, 
or formed by art, these proportions are always 
the same. Sometimes the same substances 
combine in several different proportions, in 
which case compounds of a very different na- 
ture are produced. Sulphuric acid, for exam- 
ple, unites with potash to form two salts; the 
one, sulphate of potash, consists of forty-eight 
parts of potash, to forty of sulphuric acid ; the 
other, the bi-sulphate of potash, consists of for- 
ty parts of potash to eighty parts of sulphuric 
acid. Thus, where substances unite in more 
than one proportion, one of the ingredients is 
double, treble, or some multiple of the lowest 
combining numbers.——pp. 24, 25. 

The observing student will find some inter- 
esting analogies between these laws of chemical 
combination, and the facts of spiritual philpso- 
phy. The affinities of life seem to proceed on 
somewhat similar principles. 

The first rule, that affinity takes place be- 
tween bodies of a different nature, is exempli- 
fied in our spiritual relations in a thousand ways. 
It is seen in the attractive affinity between God 
and man, man and woman, parents and children. 
It is that which gives variety to all our tastes 
and capacities of pleasure. As a general rule, 
in life, as in chemistry, afficity seeks after con- 
trasts, and finds its strongest satisfaction in the 
union of opposites. The acids and alkalies are 
distinguished by quite opposite qualities, yet 
they manifest the most active attractions, and 
form the strongest combinations in chem- 
istry. So in the spiritual sphere, strength is 
attracted to weakness, and weakness takes hold 
on strength. Faith springs from despair, and 
resurrection raises us from the depths of death. 
By the same principle there is a natural affinity 
between the young and the old. 

The second law in the above series also has 
a clear correspondence in the spiritual depart- 
ment—the rule requiring a complete pulveri- 
zation or solution of the substances that are to 
unite. We combine spiritually, not in bulk, 
but only at insensible distances. There 
must be an opportunity for the most perfect 
contact and interflow of life. Hence the neces- 
sity in approaching Goc and seeking unity 
with heaven, that the hard individuality of our 
nature should be reduced, and every part bro- 
ken up for the admission of the new element. 
The Spirit of truth has various means to effect 
this pulverization, corresponding perhaps to the 
‘ pounding, grinding, and solving, processes of 
the chemist. We have found Criticism a very 
valuable agency in reducing hardness of char- 
acter, and effecting that softness and fluidity 
of life, which is essential to the operation of 
spiritual affinity, and the forming of vital union. 

We are informed that ‘the union produecd 
by affinity is permanent, and cannot be destroy- 
ed by mechanical means.’ This is preémi- 
nently true of spiritual combinations both of 
good and evil. Our characters being deter- 
mined by affinities—by the union which wo 
form with other spirits, whether good or evil, 
no merely outward force can change them. 
They can only be changed by the introduction 
of anew element and the forming of a new 
spiritual combination. This shows the insuffi- 
ciency of outward law, (except as a provisional 
restraint against something worse) and our ab- 
solute dependence on Christ for deliverance 
from evil. On the other hand the same law 
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forms our perfect security of salvation in union 
with Christ, and gives force to the apostle’s 
words ; ** Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per- 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? [any outward mechanical means?] . . . 
Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us.” 

are sometimes 
This prin- 


‘ Bodies having no affinity 
brought to unite by a third body.’ 
ciple is illustrated in the mission, and atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ. God and man, who 
were previously separate, were reconciled, and 
brought to conditions of unity by their mutual 
affinities for him. It was like the combina- 
tion of oil and water through the mediation of 
analkali. So far as Christ’s work is understood 
and confessed, this union of man with God in 
him becomes clearly sensible. 

We might follow up this train of analo- 
gies still further, but probably enough has 
been suggested to lead those who are interes- 
ted, to pursue the subject for themselves.— 
There is evidently an intimate and sugges- 
tive correspondence between the truths of 
Chemistry and spiritual science ; and we trust 
we shall hereafter be at home with our readers, 
in the use of the many convenient illustrations 
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which Chemistry furnishes. 
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zay-There are probably some deficiencies of style 
and execution in the Home-Talks this week, due to 
the inexperience of new reporters. 


Law anv Damaces.—The Parker and Beecher con- 
troversy still rages in the columns of the \Vew York 
Observer Independent, with side comments 
from the general press. By the last accounts Dr. 
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victory over them. Many of our members well re- 
collect the mortal clinch with this spirit which 
they passed through at that time. We had quite 
a general experience with the cholera and the dys- 
entery, and were enabled to tread them under foot, 
without losing aman. We have been generally free 
from this class of diseases since, and the fear of 
them, so far as we know, has wholly passed away. 











But, as was said above, we have latterly found 
ourselves, as a body, in severe contact with enemies 
of a tougher kind. We have apparently advanced 
to the sevond line of entrenchment, and come with- 
in range of the old grenadier guard—the veteran 
This movement seems 





demons of chronic disease. 
to date from the time of the sinking of the sloop. 
Whether that assault and the carrying off of two of 
our most precious members had any thing to do with 
bringing us into a new relation with the powers of 
death, may be a question for study, At any rate, 
that first separation, in the adult part of the Com- 
munity, by death, was followed by a more earnest 
and actual collision with the principality than ever 
before, and we have been for the most part in the 
steady push of war, since. We have reason to think, 
however, that the crisis is successfully past with 
chronic disease, and the victory gained. We will] 
record the prominent facts of our experience,without 
further speculation, leaving them for persons to 
form their own opinions. 

Soon after the event alluded to, the Community 
were called to face the spirit of insanity in some of 
its members. One became decidedly insane, and was 
taken to the hospital; and in the course of the fall, 
two others fell partially under derangement, one of 
whom retired to Putney, and in the winter died. A 
notice of the event was inserted in the 14th No. of 
The Circular. Insanity, it will be noticed, is one 
of the most inveterate and often incurable forms of 
chronic disease. A lack of wisdom in some of the 
Oneida members in treating one of the cases, led to 
considerable scandal abroad respecting the Commu- 
nity ; and in many ways this incursion of the enemy 
was a great trial. But the Community in due time 
digested it, and by a course of steady faith, rose 
above the cloud,and came out with a firmer conscious- 
strength for the baptism 
Gradually all traces of 


ness of mental and moral 
they had passed through. 
the evil have passed away, and with the simple ex- 
ception at Putney, the persons afflicted have recoy- 
ered: one returning to her family, and the other re- 





Parker was preparing to prosecute Prof. Stowe (as 
representative of Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe) for 
libel, in the sum of $20,000 damages. This is a 
singular way, for professed Christian brethren and 
eminent ministers of the church to settle their 
quarrel: to go to law before unbelievers and get 
judgment against each other from the courts of the 
world. We should like to know whether this way 
is authorised by the churches; and if so, how soon 
they may expect to convert the world, and what 
would be the particular benefit of having it conver- 
ted?—If we recollect rightly, Paul gave an indig- 
nant reproof to the Corinthians for some such 
transaction, and treated it with surprise, in persons 
just converted from heathenism. Are our present 
churches silent in such a case? Why not go a step 
further, and settle it by a duel, as men of honor, as 
well as by the totally unchristian litigation of men 











of the world ? 

Dr. Parker claims £20,000 damages, meaning we 
suppose to his professional reputation and income. 
We should like to know again, if the ministerial pro- 
fession is commonly treated as a financial invest- 
ment, to be protected against pecuniary damage, 
and estimated by infidel juries? What say the 
churches to these things ? Ga. 





Progress of the Campaign. 

We have always believed that the faith of Christ 
is destined to overcome death, and make an end of it 
in this world. This is so clearly taught in the gos- 
pel, that we could not doubt it; and in proportion 
to our experience of Christ’s power to save from sin 
and social evils, has been our growing interest in 
the last great triumph of his cause--the extinguish- 
ment of death. Last winter we announced our im- 
pression that the time had come for a separate and 
special campaign with this principality. (The read- 
er will recollect the attempted fun of the New-York 
Express over our remark.) This expectation has 
been quite seriously fulfilled among us during the 
past year, andit may be proper at this time, to 
glance over the results, and see if we can make out 
our present position. 

Itis evident that the Community have been brought 
into the deadly presence of chronic disease, The 
powers of death may be said to operate under four 
forms, or to have four lines of entrenchment: 
1, Acute disease which, xttacks more especially chil- 
dren; 2, Chronic disease, which is the principal li- 
ability of grown people; 3, Insensible disease, or 
the latent morbid condition which produces old age; 
and 4, Death itself, or the condition of the dead in 
Hades. All these lines of the death principality 
must be met and forced, to bring about the full and 
final victory ; and apparently in the order which we 
have named. The Community was sensible, during 
some of the first years of its organization, of a deci- 


sive contest with the forms of acute disease and a 





maining with us. 

A still more serious encounter has taken place 
with the spirit of consumption and kindred diseases. 
The Community have undoubtedly been exposed to a 
special demon blast of this kind the past year.— 
There has been a rather general turning pale, and 
many have felt the indescribable poison of chronic 
In 


this struggle two adults and one child have died.— 


disease, attacking them at the weakest point. 


But we have been able to keep up a steady volley of 
truth and faith, in the paper, and in private; and we 
believe the point of victory over chronic disease in 
all its forms, is turned with us. There has been a 
steady growth of faith and heroic determination 
against this influence, in proportion to its pressure, 
and we could name interesting cases of victorious 
crisis in which persons have suddenly cast off long 
standing symptoms. It is sufficient to say that 
there is a general brightening up of health in all 
our different families, and that those who have been 
affected in the late struggle with death’s minions, 
are now either well or improving. 

We insert below some correspondence 
ceived, bearing ox the subject of the last year’s 


lately re- 
campaign and its results. 


FROM J. BURT. 
Oneida, Oct. 10th, 1852. 
—The result of my experience the last 
summer, has given me the firm consciousness 
and conviction that the terrible principality of 
disease has been broken in my case ; and also 
« clear sense of Clirist’s power to save from 
all conceivable conditions of difficulty. As sta- 
ted in my letter to The Circular of July 25 
I was called to face the liabilities of death by 
quick consumption. The spirit and symp- 
the disease were upon me. But 
the midst of its worst symptoms, the 
feclings of my heart were, I am 
Christ’s man—my life, both of body and spirit, 
are his property—its liabilities and conditions 
ave in his hands—therefore, I have nothing to 
fear. Whether this body is laid off or not, his 
will and purpose will be accomplished through 
me. If f fall in the fight, the battle will nev- 
ertheless assuredly terminatein the entire rout- 
g¢ and destruction of the last great enemy, and 
shall soon return. : 
To sum up in the shortest way: I am able 
to say at the present time, Tam well, And 
that too, not as formerly, in the face of appear- 
ances, but having the feeling of health as my 
backer. No time within the last three years 
has witnessed me in so good and rugged condi- 
tion for business as the present. One impor- 
tant point which has been gained in this expe- 
rience is this: I have learned to sympathize 
with Paul, in body as well as spirit, where he 
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says, ‘ By the the grace of God, I am what I 
am.’ Health of body has become the precious 
gift of God, for which I feel day by day heart- 
felt gratitude. Nor is this all; I see clearly 
that the nature of the final resurrection state, 
is not so much in fixedness and frigidity as in a 
remodelled, refined state of life, in which its 
sense of dependence on Christ’s power is ever 
new, fresh and blooming. 

In addition to my own, there has been much 
interesting and valuable experience in our Com- 
munity family, of a similar character. During 
the last summer several have been attacked 
with diseases of a serious nature, mostly of a 
consumptive tendency. The struggle with us 
has been severe, but we have steadily adhered 
to our purpose of cleaving only to Christ as our 
physician. ‘T'wo, indeed, of our number are 
fallen. But the evidences on the side of victo- 
ry by far outweigh all that can be placed in 
the opposite scale. In truth, while we have 
felt the bereavement of those that have fallen, 
their sacrifice has only stirred up with increas- 
ing energy our hatred to the great destroyer. 

Our evidences of God’s purpose to destroy 
effectually the grim tyrant death, are greatly 
multiplied by the results of our late grapple 
with him. Our family can be reported at the 
present time as all in good health. On the 
other hand, the evidences also of Christ’s pow- 
er to establish his reign of life and peace, are 
proportionably increased. So that we can 


with new boldness proclaim him on high as our} 


candidate for the supremacy of the world. 
J. Burr. 





FROM MISS A. KELLOGG. 
Oneida, Oct. 17, 1852. 

—-I have during the past year had some _in- 
teresting experience on the subject of disease, 
which J will communicate to you, and you are 
at liberty to make such use of it as the truth 
demands. For more than thirty years, I have 
been suffering under a chronic disease, which 
has baffled the skill of physicians to remove. 
For five years from the commencement, I was 
unable to do anything. Since then [ have 
been able to do light work the most of the time, 
but not anything that required much strength. 

After embracing the doctrine of holiness, I 
felt that there was hope in my case: that the 
presence of Christ within, was able to deliver 
me from all evil; but still I did not find faith 
in my heart, sutiicient to overcome Gisease. 
Last February I was invited to assist about the 
work in the kitchen. I felt that it would be 
good for me to mingle with the spirit of love 
and unity that prevailed there, and that it 
might be the means of enlarging my heart, 
and increasing my faith in Christ as a Savior of 
thebody. Ibelieved the truth of the seripture, 
which says, ‘Ask and ye shall receive.’ Christ 
inet ime in my confessions. Once in particu- 
lar, when very much fatigued, a sudden sensa- 
tion pervaded my system, giving me imme- 
diate relief, and strength to go through the la- 
bors of the day without weariness, and in a 
joyful spirit. Since that time, my faith has 
been increasing. I feel that an important vic- 
tory is gained; and I cannot think of myself 
as sick, but that Christ in me is stronger than 
the spirit of disease. To him be all the glory. 
Yours in love, Aniaait Ketioce. 


FROM MRS. S. C. HAMILTON. 
Wallingford, Oct. 1852. 

—I will tell you some experience that I had 
yesterday which strengthened me a good deal. 
I had not felt very well for two or three days, 
and after considerable exercise about house I 
laid down a while to rest. I felt exceedingly 
veak and oppressed, particularly in my lungs, 
and found it difficult to breathe freely. I was 
tempted to think that my apparent improve- 
ment was all a sham, and that consumption 
was incurable. I resisted the temptation, and 
at first thought [ would read something in the 
Circular to drive it away and make me feel 
better. But something seemed to whisper to 
my heart and say ‘ be still, and talk with God 
about it, seek strength and counsel from him.’ 
And I found it easy to do so; and was led to 
examine myself’ to find out the leak that let in 
this unbelief upon me. ‘The result of my ex- 
amination was, I was made to see and feel 
that I had not learned to live by the day: but 
in seeking health and strength, my eye had 
been on laying wp a great stock of it, instead 
of trusting God for fresh supplies every day. 
I now felt such a sense of my own weakness 
and dependence in Christ for every thing, even 
my breath, that it really made me feel strong. 
And I could say with Paul “ when Iam weak 
then am I strong.” TI said in my heart 1 am 
dead, and my life is hid with Christ in God, 
and henceforth I will only pray ‘Give me ¢his 
day my daily bread’ and breath. 1 thank God 





for his goodness to me, and feel that he is my 
help in every time of’ need. 0."C. 'H. 





FROM H. J. SEYMOUR. 
Wallingford, Oct. 17, 1852. 

—I have at different times in the course of 
the last summer been attacked with symptoms 
uf dysentery. They have at times followed me 
for a week together. I have resisted them wil- 
fully and successfully with my spirit, until my 
experience has worked in me the feeling and 
belief that by the grace of God I have obtained 
a control of my bowels which will forever pre- 
vent a fatal attack in that quarter. 

I was taken with the measles a few weeks 
since ; the disease proceeded in regular course 
until it caused a stupifying pressure on the 
brain. At this point [ was roused from a tor- 
pid slumber, and taking my seat in the family 
circle, I received a round of criticism of my 
character, and habits of mind and body. The 
effect was an instantaneous change for the 
better. All pressure was removed from my 
brain, and from that time a purifying process 
went on in my whole system, and I recovered 
my usual strength very suddenly. 

I was affected with deafness, occasioned by a 
scarlet fever, from the age of five until I joined 
the Oneida Association. During this time, it 
was quite difficult to hear ordinary conversation 
especially if it was not addressed tome. At 
the present time I suffer no inconvenience from 
it, and do not perceive but that I hear as read- 
dily as others around me. 

This success in resisting acute diseases, and 
this gradual wearing away of a chronic affee- 
tion, I ascribe to the confession of Christ, and 
to my unity with his church and kingdom. 

H. J. Seymour. 





FROM J. R. MILLER. 

[The following letter addressed to E. H. Hamilton 
at Wallingford, and transmitted from there, details 
an interesting case of faith-recovery :] 

Oneida, September 21, 1852 

Bear Bro. H——: In my previous letters 
[have said nothing about the state of my 
health, and did not know till yesterday that any 
one else had. I will now give you a slight 
narrative of my late experience. 

Soon after my return from Wallingford in 
August, | was taken with quite a severe cough, 
and occasionally spitiing ef blood. I think J 
had all the symptoms of the consumption.— 
Some nights I coughed nearly all night, and 
was able to sleep but little. ‘Though I was 
weak in body, and daily growing poor, I never 
wis in better spirits than I was most of the 
time. My health remained nearly in’ this 
state, though somewhat improved, till the day 
of the court at Rome, when our long-pending 


legal difficulties were settled, and the curse of 


the law removed. It was a cold day, and be- 
ing obliged to ride home in the evening, I was 
completely chilled through, and the consequence 
was that my cough returned worse than ever. 
In the midst of it, however, I had a clear im- 
pression that I should now get well. In a 
short time my cough almost entirely left me, 
and I began to gain strength, and in flesh. 


For a few days past I have considered myself 


a well man—ready for any kind of service. I 
have gained 6 Ibs. in the last 10 days. 

I have regarded this attack as a criticism 
from God, and have desired to learn the mean- 
ing of it. My impression was that my life was 
running out too much in the business depart- 
ment, and that God sent this as a check. Be- 
fore I went to Wallingford Thad a great deal 
of enthusiasm in business, and engaged in all 
the work of the Association with as much zeal 
as if [ had nothing else to attend to. For the 
time, I seemed to have supernatural strength, 
and felt that I could endure almost anything. 
[ actually enjoyed it. Labor was nothing but 
sport. I came home from Wallingford with that 
same enthusiasm, and anticipated a great deal 
of pleasure in engaging if our out-door busi- 
ness. But this was checked at onee. At times 
I would feel quite well, and attempt to work, 
but it was like beating my head against a wall. 
I would feel that I was out of my place, and 
always return to the house ina short time sick. 

When I had fairly settled the question for- 
ever that God had a different work for me to 
do, and turned my attention towards victory 
over disease and death, and occupied my time 
in my own spiritual and intellectual improve- 
ment, and laboring for that object in the As- 
sociation, my health improved rapidly. 

I have given you a brief but frank account 
of my experience, and my impressions of its 
Your Brother, 

J. R. Miuuer. 

The writer deems it proper to add an outline of 
personal experience to the above. Inheriting rather 
a sensitive constitution, I contracted, during the 
rough times of our last year in Putney, what was 
called by a physician chronic inflammation of the 
chest. Iwas generally free from it after our remo- 
val to Oneida, except that once or twice a year 1 
found myself in a situation requiring a shift of 
responsibility, and change of scene. About a year 
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since, however, it began to grow upon me in a 
more serious way, accompanied with other physical 
derangement. I became very thin, with loss of 
a;petite, constant pain in my breast, and all the 
other symptoms of dyspepsia and decline. My spir- 
its were affected by temptations to gloominess and 
foreboding. This continued during the winter and 
summer without any decisive change, but rather 
growing worse. In the meantime my mind was 
active in the search after truth, and my heart 
gradually enlarged itself in faith and fellowship 
with God. I conquered the dread of death, and 
was able by fierce struggling to master my attention 
enough to withdraw it on the whole, from private 
difficulties and give it to the public interest, com- 
mitting the care of my case to Christ. 

About a month since, after experiencing a year’s 
benefit of bodily tribulation, (and I thankfully es- 
teem it as such,) I came to an effectual crisis, when 
God gave me power to put my will on the disease, 
and in the name of an inward almighty Christ to 
criticise it and order it out of my territory. I had 
a clear view of the horrible reptile nature of the 
thing, and of its inherent weakness before the word 
of Christ. I was conscious of a power given to my 
spirit and an omnipotent will to my words, which 
made the disease move; and immediately in the 
place where there was a seated pain, I felt the warm 
influx of a genial life. It was a change of sensation 
some like the introducing of a person’s hand when 
cold into a bath of warm water. It was a feeling of 
exquisite balm, more pleasant if possible than the 
unconscious state of ordinary health. I felt that 
my chest and lungs were taken out of the inflamma- 
tory poisonous elemeat of disease, and restored to 
their ‘natural and genial element in the spirit of 
Christ. 

Since then, although I have not always been free 
from pain, yet I have felt a consciousness of mastery 
over the evil influence, and have generally improved. 
I have increased in flesh and appetite, and can look 
back to the transactions I have described, as a thing 
that will stand, and forward with renewed confidence 
in the great Physician we have chosen. I consider 
myself well,—ready for any business in the service 
of the cause, and expect that all my relapses will be 
Grorce W, Noyes. 





relapses into health. 
Brooklyn, Oct. 22, 1852. 





78 Danie. Wesster is said to be dying at 
Marshfield. Thus the mountain peaks in the hori- 
zon of the past go down, and onward is still the 


word. Cray—-Wetiineron—Wessrer: within a 
few recent months they are gone, and something 


new is already, by the law of things, flowing in to 
fill up the vacuum of their influence. Let us hope 
for a new epoch in the movement of the world. 

We notice in the telegraphic dispatches about 
Mr. Webster, that the hopelessness of his recovery 
is reiterated again andagain. Sometimes his symp- 
toms are better, but it is impossible for him to live.’ 
It would truly be a miracle if he should live contra- 
ry to the influence of a whole nation’s presentiment ; 
but it would be interesting to see the effect of an op- 
posite course of encouraging him with better pros- 


pects, and giving him the strength of a nation’s hope. 





ZS There is much excitement growing out of 
the alleged abuse of our citizens by the Cuban goy- 
ernment. Filibusterism is on the move again, and 
it is a general impression that Cuba must soon fall 
into our hands. 





to The Tri- 


advent of the 


Z& Jesse Uutchinson, in a letter t 


bune, congratulates himself on the 


‘ glorious’ rapping spirits in California. Me says the 


principal editors there are mediums. 





Ja The Japan expedition is getting ready to 
sail. The ships composing it rendezvous at Annapo 
is, Md. 





Ze Our next number will complete the present 
Volume of the Circular. 


are said to be 30,000 Chinese in Cali- 





I= There 
fornia. 





Bible Notes.---No. 9. 
FROM MEMORANDA, BYM.E.C. 
Putney, Jan , 1841. 
; wal Be renewed in the spirit of your mind.” Eph. 
: 20. 

The mind has a spirit ; and if that is carnal, 
every thing will be seen through a carnal me- 
dium. It is not the knowledge of truth alone 
which will renew us, the spirit must be on the 
side of truth. 

‘Wherefore, putting away lying, speak every 
man truth with his neighbor ; for we are members 
one of another.” Ver. 25. 

When men come into the unity of the gospel, 

and feel that they are one body, then will cease 
all lying, cheating, &e. A man will not cheat 
himself, and he will not cheat another when he 
is a part of himself. 
is the only thing that will banish the lusts of 
the flesh from the earth. Those who are at- 
tempting to set up communities, and endeavor- 
ing by external arrangements to shut out self- 

ishness, will find their schemes a failure—the 


This abandoning of self 





only way to success is to make men abandon 
self, and become members one of another. 

‘* Be ye angry and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath.” Ver. 26. 

This is generally sapposed to refer to the du- 
ration of time in which we may indulge anger ; 
but it seems more probable that it refers to the 
degree. Be not angry in a way to darken the 
light or sun within. Give no place to the dey- 
il by allowing his spirit to darken our minds. 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Ver. 30. 





Grieve not God’s spirit by talking foolishly, 


nor by refraining from speaking, when pressed | 


to do so, through shame or fear. 

‘* Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet smelling savor.” Chap. 5: 2. 

Christ loved us—not merely felt kindly, but 
loved us with a love that prompted him to lay 
down his life for us: he offered himself a sac- 
rifice. We can learn what God will do with 
us, by looking at what he did with his well-be- 
loved son, and with the apostles: he gave them 
to the church. They gave themselves up to 
do his will, and he gave them back to the 
church. If we honestly give ourselves to God, 
to do his will, we may expect that he will give 
us back to the church for their benefit. 

‘Submitting yourselves one to another, in the 
fear of God.” Ver. 21. 

There is abundant evidence that subordina- 
tion was one of the leading features of the 
Primitive church, and the one which gave it 
its power. 

‘* Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
bands, as untothe Lord.” Ver. 22. 

This doctrine is one more universally set at 
nought than perhaps any other, All those re- 
forms which reverse God’s order, and ‘ suffer 
women to teach,’ must come toanend. The 
woman was made for the man. If God had in- 
tended that man and woman should have sepa- 
rate interests, and be independent of each oth- 
er, he would have made them separately, and 
not have taken the woman from the man.— 
There is nothing derogatory to woman in sub- 
mission to man, but it is certainly very deroga- 
tory to ber to exalt herself (the weaker vessel) 
over the man, who is the image of God. The 
man bears the same relation to the woman, 
that Christ does to the church—he is the head. 
Every body knows that there cannot be two 
heads ; and when the woman usurps that place, 
the man must take a place equally unnatural, 
or quarrelling and contention will ensue.— 
Husbands are bound to present their wives to 
Christ; as he will present the church to his 
Father, without spot or wrinkle, and to love 
them as they love themselves, having but one 
interest, being members of one body—Christ. 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 184. 


{Rerortep ror THK Cincutar, Sept. 24, 1852.) 


COMPOUND ACTION. 

I am exceedingly interested in the subject of 
compound action. The principle is well illus- 
trated by the familiar play among children, of 
trying to keep severa] balls or apples whirling 
in the air at the same time, and catching them, 
without letting them fall to the ground. Com- 
pound action is manifestly God’s special delight. 
It is what he execls in, and is training us to. 
The churches keep only one ball in motion : we 
are trying to keep three or four. All virtue, and 
every fruitful and useful thing, involves just this 
We must be sober, and we 


We must be gentle, and _ se- 


combination. 

must be merry. 
vere. it is impossible 
to be righteous without possessing the skill in- 


Righteousness is dual : 


volyed in compound action. 

Suppose you have two things to attend to: 
your business on the one side, and spiritual im- 
provement on the other. You perhaps think 
it is perplexing to attend first to one, and then 
But the simple truth is, that is 

God wants to have you learn 


to the other. 

your education. 
to do two things at once. There is not much 
profit in the simplistic action of at- 
God de- 


san keep 


pleasure or 
tending merely to temporal business. 
sires to edueate people so that they 
two, three, four, five, and six balls in the air at 
a time, and not make a mistake. 

We should stop endeavoring to simplify 
our life, and abandon ourselves to the purpose 
of a thorough education in compound action. 
And we shall find, after we have 
difficulties which attend such a new movement, 
that it is easier to do a great amount of busi- 


passed the 


ness, to keep a number of balls in motion, than 
it is to do a little, and live a simplistic course 


of life ; and for these two reasons : 


| naturally turn it by hand. 
| whole of them, you will have the help of a wa-| There are a great many things for each one of 





First, inspiration wilt go with compound ac- 
tion. 
at a time, God will not help you. 
pleasure in that kind of action. 
is in training us to compound action, and his 
spirit goes with it. Of course, we can do with 
inspiration many things, easier than we could 
one withoutit. To illustrate: Suppose you 
have a machine-shop, in which there is a turn- 


His pleasure 





| compound action easy, 
| makes things easy which absorb the attention. 


When persons are learning to swim, it is hard 


If you simply keep one ball in motion |for them to keep in action both their arms and 
He has no Hegs ; but when they have learned, 


itis all a 
simple action to them: they exercise their 
minds about a single idea. The life in their 
arms and legs is a unit. 

Things which absorb the attention make 
and compound action 


ing-lathe, a grindstone, and three or four other | By studying this subject enough to get at the 


machines. 


of them, for instance the grindstone, you will | 


But if you work the 


they will go by a line-shaft. So 
if we keep all right 


ier-wheel : 
in the business of life: 
things in motion, and work the whole machi- 
nery of the shop, God will put on the water- 
power of his inspiration. 
we simply keep a grind-stone going, he will not 
put up a line-shaft. Grindstones must be 
turned by hand. 

The second reason why in life it is easier to 
keep several balls in motion than one, is, that 
many things rightly managed, help each other, 


and badly managed or neglected, they hinder one 
You have your! tion as an attainment to be made, 


another, To illustrate again 
business on the one hand to be attended to, and 
You may think it 


your children on the other. 


is economical to attend to your business, and | in it. 
| great many things on hand at once ; and attend 


let your children take care of themselves ; but 
in the long run, you will find that it is better to 
combine with your business as much attention 
as is necessary to bring up your children well ; 

for if you do not, they will become a continu sal 
plague. On the contrary, attend faithfully to 
your children, and it will react upon your busi- 
ness, and help it: it will be much easier to keep 
both matters along together, 

and attend to but one. 


than to neglect 
either, 
Looking at the four great departments of 
human nature, the Physical, Moral, Intellectu- 
al, and Spiritual, it seems, in one view, a great 
job to wait faithfully upon them all; but in 
truth, it is better to wait on them all, than on 
a dale one of them by itself, for the two rea- 
sons before mentioned, viz. first, that God will 
go with you if you attend to all of them, be- 
cause it pleases him: and secondly, that they 
all re&et upon each other. 
d to} 
mon maxim wbout haying ‘teo many irons in 
the fire.’ He said, the 
tongs, and all! We signified 


Some ereat man use laugh at the com- 


more the b tter—put | 


them all in, shovel, 


by that, that 


in evden fl a man to accomplish 


much in the world, he must be engaged in many 
different things. 

all great men, is, 
compound action. Look for instance at Napo- 


leon. Every one knows his wonderful capacity 


for compound or multiplex action. 


If you undertake to illustrate this principle 


by throwing up balls into the air, and keeping 


them in Mia 0g you will perecive that your 


hand is not adapted to deal with two balls at| 


once ; neither is it neeessary. There is abun- 
dant time to attend to all the balls, cach by 
hand has delivered its ball 


itself. When your 
you need pay no attention to it, 


into the air, 
till it comes back again. 

All that is required, 
know its duty, and at- 


will take care of itself. 
should 


just at the right time. It 


is th: at } your hi ind 
tend to each ball 
is avery simple matter, if you give your atten- 
tion to the thing that requires instant notice. 








So with business: throw up a ball, and 


your attention to something else, until it comes 
down ; and then up with it again, and so on.— 
If any one will study the simple 
several balls in the air at the same 


and 


keeping 
and get at the principle involved, 
he will 


time, 
cultivate it in himeelf, be a great man. 
It is the habit of doing faithfully and correctly 
the thing that comes to hand, and wasting no | 
time or attention in an unnecessary way. 

In order to keep your ideas single, it will 
sometimes be necessary to reduce aes ideas to 
one, which can easily be done. 
cases, two things which seem at first 
as to render it difficult to pass readily from one 
to the other, will after a while merge into one. 


many 


so separate 


On the other hand, if} 


| a. . oO 
If you undertake to run but one | true theory of it, we may give ourselves a lift 


in every thing which requires compound aetion, 
We may exercise ourselves on the principle. 


us to do in the course of the day, and we may 
accustom ourselves to pass easily from one thing 
to another: and yet do each thing faithfully. 
We have, here in the family, to attend to bu- 


siness, to the children, to spiritual things, criti- 
cism, eating and drinking, &e., &e.; and 


we should attend to each of these things as 
though it was the only thing we have to do— 
be whole-souled in the matter: and when we 


have finished it, pass to another ordinanee, and 





| to carry it to its highest perfection. 





| 


And truly, the characteristic of | 
that they have the faculty of 


While in the air, it} 


turn | 


operation of 


so on. 
Let us regard the faculty of compound ac- 
and expect 
And let 
every thing drill us in it, and lead us to delight 
It is the charm of existence, to haves 


and then to another, and so keep 
The general 


| first to one, 
' them all in motion. impression 


and simple 


is, that compound action is hard, 
We 

| this false imagination. It is one of the znsen- 

| seble and the 

And we must cultivate the opposite and true 

thing involves 


| action is cas sy. must free ourselves from 


diseases, foundation of laziness. 
In every which 
there is compound action. In playme 
you have to draw the 


| imagination. 
skill, 
the violin, for example, 
bow, and finger the strings. 

In order to carry out this principle, and do 
it easily, faith is required: and there is suffi- 
We may appeal to God 
with great assurance : for he is very skillful in 
He is sure 


cient ground for faith. 


compound action: he delights in it. 
| to keep all things in motion, and manage them 
And he is able to make us like him- 
so that we shall throw our 


correct ly. 





self in this respect, 
| life out in as many directions asa tree does its 
| branches. 

We can trust God for complex 
| Wecannot have fruitfulness without trusting 
God: 
| deal as for a little. 
alarge supply of grace. As 


fruitfulness. 


and we may as well trust him for a good 
So let us ask and expect 
Paul says: ‘ God 


lis able to make all grace abound toward you: 





that ye, always having all sufficiency an all! 
things, may abound to every good work.’ (2 Cor 
9:8. 
HOME-TALK—NO. 135. 
Reportep Seprempenr 17, 1852. 
SENSIBLE AND INSENSIBLE DISEASES, 


When God placed Adam in the garden of 
Eden, he said to him-—‘ Of the tree of knowl- 
jedge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat: for 
that thou shalt 


| surely die.’ (Gren. 2:17.) Adam transgressed : 


in the day thou eatest thereof 








but it does not appear that he immediately be- 
that he was 

Still, 
Adam 


disobedience, 


came a corpse, or indeed, inad 
the word 


did die. 


ley 
waich 


siek 
of God was carried out, and 
How? By 
broke the harmony between him and God, he 


with any outward disease, 
his act of 


received into himself a poisonous element, and 
thereby came under the power of an insensibl: 
disease. 
Moral and 
with bodily diseases. 


spiritual diseases are connected 
The measles, for in- 
have a wonderful effect on the moral 
nature. When children are sick with th« 


| measles they are generally cross and fretful.— 


stance, 





A poison is at work in their life, which affect 


their souls as well as their adie This poison 


ay properly be 


called an insensible disease : 
and it may be at work upon persons when ther: 
ffects to indicate it. In the 
case of a person sick with the measles, this in- 
sensible disease finally itself in the 


| form of red blotches on the surface of the bo- 


| 
| 
' 
| 
' 
{ 
, ne no visi! ble 


manifests 
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dy. The insensible disease works from the 
center outward till it becomes sensible or visi- 
ble. 

This theory of the connection between moral 
and bodily maladies, explains the course God 
took with the Primitive church. Christ, during 
his personal ministry, healed all manner of dis- 
eases: but when he was about to leave, he 
said— He that believeth on me, the works that 
[ do shall he do also: and greater works than 
these shall he do.? (Jno. 14:12.) How did 
the Primitive church do greater works than 
Christ had done? They did not heal so many 
sensibie diseases : but more attention was given 
to insensible diseases—to saving men from sin, 
and purifying hearts. They marched into the 
citadel of disease, and went straight onward to 
victory over death. They removed the secret 
causes of death, and at last secured a complete 
These were the greater works 
They were less marvel- 


victory over it. 
that Christ promised. 
ous to the outward senses, because more inte- 
rior. 

Human nature in its fallen state and under 
Satan’s adininistration, is full of insensible dis- 
eases. Old age, effeminacy, nervousness and 
laziness, are insensible diseases. But we will 
generalize, and reduce the matter to one sim- 
ple form. ‘He that hath the Son,’ says the 
apostle Jobn, ‘ hath life ; and he that hath not 
the Son, hath: not life.? What hath he? He 
must have something ; and that something is 
what takes the place of life, and is themother of 
disease. Whatever aman has, without the Son, 
is animal, and destitute of the true tonie of life. 
It is like: beer that has lost: its spirit and grown 
insipid The Spirit. of the Son of God, the 
true tonic of life; will make us victorious over 
ereation. * Without it, human life is sure to be 
swallowed up by creation. It is, in fact, al- 
ready buried'in the dust of the earth: it is 
substantially dead, and certain to be digested 


over a wider domain of the life. It looks for- 
ward and backward ; and in the long run must 
as certainly conquer false love, as civilization 





' will supplant barbarism. 

We may carry this philosophy that has come 
out so clearly in respect to amativeness, into 
the study of alimentiveness. I am_ perfectly 
certain we shall find, in the course of suf- 
ficient experience, that there isa true anda 
false spirit that possess themselves of this de- 
partment of our nature—that there is @ true 
and a false love of food ; and also that the true 
love of food is well able to compete with the 
false love, and drive it from our life: because 
it has far greater resources of enjoyment, and 
is more fascinating. True love will show us 
how to obtain more real pleasure from the ta- 
ble, than persons are able to get from the im- 
petuosity and ignorance of false love of food. 

The movement we are making to educate al- 
imentiveness, in studying the subject, and 
giving our attention to it, in the school of the 
gospel, is a primary leading action in favor of 
the true love of food. True love is studious 
and scientific: and the moment we have put 
ourselves to school in alimentiveness, we have 
taken the first step towards supplanting the 
fulse love of food, which is ineonsistent and 
reckless—we pass from the human to the Di- 
vine. Then, our movement in confessing 
Christ, bringing a religious element -into our 
enjoyments, spiritualizing our appetites and 
passions, making eating and drinking an ordi- 
nanee, connecting it with the name of: Christ 
and spiritual conversation——is all helping to 
elevate our alimentiveness into the sphere of 
true love. Then, doubtless an advanced 
movement in the same direction, will come in 
the way of socializing our alimentiveness. But 
the mere English manner of socializing ali- 
mentiveness, never will redeem it. Though it 
may be improved and civilized in this way, it re- 





and dissolved by the working of nature. 

Chemistry furnishes us a good illustration of 
the two kinds of life we have spoken of.—- 
There is as much difference between them 
as there is between sulphurous and sulphuric 
acid. Here the same elements combiaing in 
one proportion form sulphurows acid, and in 
another proportion they form sulphuric acid. 
To apply the illustration : man destitute of the 
divine nature, or with only a small portion of 
this element, is weak, like sulphurous acid.— 
This kind of life isa sure victim: disease 
—-the powers of nature are too strony for it. 
The combination of human nature with the life 
of Christ, we may compare to sulphuric acid. 
This life makes a man victorieus, over creation. 

The first tendency of inferior life, i. e., life 
without the tonie of the Spirit of God, is to 
be excited beyond its strength. It is superfi- 
cial and centrifugal, and evaporates, so to 
speak, at a low temperature. Compared with 
true life, it is like ether, The second tenden- 
cy of this kind of life, consequent upon the 
first, is to collapse, and flat down into mere 
insipidity. Excited nature always manifests 
itself in reaction, This collapse of life is what 
brings on old age. Old age, is life, after its 
excitement and reaction has taken place. The 
great effect of God’s Spirit upon us, is to bring 
us into a state where excitement will not ex- 
tend beyond our capabilities, and thus we shall 
avoid reaction. 
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TRUE AND FALSE LOVE OF FOOD. 

Our experience in the education of amative- 
ness, has clearly developed the fact, that that 
passion is possessed and exercised by two dis- 
tinct elements: one may by called ¢rue love, 
and the other false love. We have learned 
generally how to distinguish between these 
two elements, and have also learned that it is 
possible to introduce true love to an extent that 
will exclude false love: and for this reason: 
True love has far greater resourees of enjoy- 
ment than false: it is more fascinating, and is 
therefore well able to compete withit. To be 
sure, false love is more fiery and impetuous in 


quires a wider study of the subject, and a more 
extensive connection of it with the communizing 
element of religion, to elevate it into unity 
with the Divine. 

False love concentrates upon the present en- 
joyment of things. It acts with a view to mo- 
mentary pleasure, and has no memory of the 
past, or pleasure in anticipation of future good. 
But we shall-find that all spiritual enjoyment, 
in which the ciyilization of heaven and faith is 
centered, is composite; and the now takes to 
itself, in loving relations, both the past and the 
The. true spirit looks forward and 
Now it seems to me 


future. 
backward in every thing. 
that we can increase our pleasure in eating and 
drinking, in the same way that we start in our- 
selves a feeling of joy and thankfulness in look- 
ing over the past mercies of God to us. Itisa 
good old-fashioned habit, to look up the experi- 
ences of the past, which go to nourish our faith 
and hopein the present, and appreciation of the 
future. Why cannot we apply this same princi- 
ple to alimentiveness ? Our alimentiveness has 
a capability of rejoicing in the mercies of God, 
as much as any other part of our nature: and 
suppose we instruct it, not to confine its en- 
joyment to the present meal, and then lay 
dormant till the. next. meal, but to delight 
in memory—to go. back, and search up all the 
enjoyment we have ever had of this kind: it is 
allin us. Every delightful sensation we have 
ever had in that department of our life, has its 
representative now in us: it left its mark in us: 
and the refined essence of that enjoyment is 
still our own, and can be recovered and re- 
called to our sensations. It would be a ques- 
tion whether alimentiveness cannot in this way 
find more steady.employment and vastly en- 
large its sphere, of .comfort, to go back and 
look over old treasures. A highly cultivated 
musician does not necessarily require to have 
tunes played before him, in order to enjoy 
musical sensation—he has the glories of music 
in his memory: and perhaps the greatest . en- 
joyment he has at any given time, in hearing 
music, is in the reminiscences and associations 
that are recalled. it seems to me that we can 
instruct our alimentiveness to extend itself into 
the past and into the future—to ‘ chew the cud” 
of past enjoyments, and not call them lost. 
Our past alimentive enjoyments are rather 
saved than lost. The grosser elements are 





immature action. But true love extends itself 


departed, but the pure essences are still in us. 


Persons should recount and repeat to them- 
selves again and again, all their past blessings 
from God in this matter. By this means 
| they may correct defective experience in the 


past. Every thing that has been received from 
God without thankfulness is defective, and 


must be made good. Give thanks for every 
thing that is past, rejoice in the present, and 
| look forward with hopefulness to the future,— 
and train ourselves to take real happiness in 
future enjoyment and feasts. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM CONNECTICUT. 
A Community Excursion. 











In our Wallingford correspondence we find the 
following description of an excursion which some of 
the family there had the pleasure of making. It is 
written in a simple minded way to please friends, 
and we are simple enough to extend the pleasure to our 
readers. The Wallingford Community is beautifully 
situated on an eastern slope, overlooking the valley 
of the Quinnipiac river. On the west is a rather no- 
ted peak called Mount Tom, and the northern hori- 
zon is hounded by a picturesque range of highlands. 
It was to the latter, that the excursion was made : 

Wallingford, Oct. 20, 1852. 

—We propose to give you an account of a 
jaunt to the ‘ Hanging Mountains’ which some 
of us recently took. 

The day was warm and pleasant, but rather 
smoky. We passed throug: Hanover, and en- 
tered one of those notches which we see in the 
mountains bounding our northern horizon. 
The road was quite narrow, and ascended grad- 
ually through a wood of young trees—princi- 
pally chestnut—directly under one of those 
bold bluffs which add so much to the beauty of 
the’ landscape seen from ‘ Mount ‘'om.’? The 
scenery was more and more grand and _ pictu- 
resque as we proceeded, until we came to the 
‘Cat Hole’ as it is called. Here the road ran 
along close to the base of a steep hill at our 
left, composed of loose stones of trap rock of 
all sizes. Atour right, a gulf ran parallel with 
the road—so near it that there was barely room 
for two wagons to pass—filled with huge rocks, 
which had sometime tumbled from the lofty 
eminence above. ‘Beyond these rocks rose the 
mountain composed of smaller stones, to a con- 
siderable height, and crowning the summit, 
above all, towered a columnar structure of 
trap rock We alighted and Mr B. led the way 
on to some of the large flat rocks. The wo- 
men had to step over some chasms fifteen feet 
deep, which made them a little nervous. We 
went up on a slanting flat rock, over one edge 
of which we could look down about twenty feet. 

After resting here awhile, admiring the gran- 
deur of the scenery we proceeded northward a 
short distance and then turned to the left and 
soon entered an unfrequentéd road which led 
southward around the mountain we had passed 
on our left. Here we saw a lonely ‘shanty,’ 
and soon met the ebony owner, who bowed and 
showed us his ivory very good naturedly, and 
told us it was a ‘rough road,’? which we knew 
before. We then came toa grove of walnut 
trees, loaded with fruit: and after gathering 
some, proceeded over a rocky, crooked road 
through the woods till we came to a beautiful 
smooth opening, where there were some fine 
large trees. Near by there was a spring, and 
gray precipices bounded the place on both sides. 
We spread our buffalo skins on a knoll and sat 
down to our dinner, which we enjoyed very 
much, and rested ourselves almost an hour. 
Then we proceeded along the south side of the 
‘ Hanging Mountain,’ toward the western bluff, 
looking for chestnuts and finding but few, as 
the squirrels had got the start of us. Just as 
we entered the path which led to the top of the 
mountain, we found a tree bearing nice red ap- 
ples which seemed to have been placed there 
for the purpose of refreshing the traveler be- 
fore climbing the ascent. ‘The mountain here 
consists of three bold bluffs projecting toward 
the south west, intersected by narrow gulfs, the 
bottoms of which are covered with great flat 
rocks. Here we tied our horses, and proceeded 
on foot up the path which was dug out of loose 
stones, and winding round under the most 
southerly peak, led into the gorge which sepa- 
rated it from the one that we intended to 
ascend, and which was the highest of the three. 
Passing through this gorge we had to step from 
rock to rock, and the ladies appreciated more 
than ever their short dresses—which they 
wore on the occasion. The mountains rose 
like perpendicular walls on cach side of us, and 
we were obliged to go some way up the gorge, 
where we passed through a young chestnut 
grove growing among the rocks, before we could 
find a place to ascend the mountain on our left. 

Arriving at the summit, we beheld a pros- 
pect quite beyond our powers of description. 
It was bounded on the south by Long Island, 
and on the west by the range of mountains to 





which the Highlands of the Hudson belong. 


| Before us lay the broad valley of the Quinnipi- 
jac, dotted with villages, and our beloved 
‘Mount Tom’ in the center. The wind blew 
| with great force. The rocks were here cover- 
ed with initials and names, of antique appear- 
‘ance. We scratched down the initials of our 
/names, which we hoped some of you would see 
| Sometime. 

We returned home by another route, and 
a feeling of quiet happiness and thaukfulness, 
reigned in all hearts. We were especially 
| thankful that the women had so good a chance 
| to exercise themselves in breaking up effemina- 
cy. Yours truly, H.J.s. & S.C. HL 








FROM ONEIDA. 
We copy below, a familiar, private letter from J. 
| R. Miiver to a friend here. Mr. Miuer has filled 
the place of cashier, and financial agent at Oneida, 
and in general, for all our associated Communities. 
There being a common interest between the different 
stations, there is necessarily a degree of common 
care and responsibility in the finance department, 
extending over all. Mr. Miller has shown a true 
genius for this office, and has discharged its duties 
with enthusiasm and great success. He has been to 
the family here, almost in the place of a second proy- 
idence, foreseeing our wants, and supplying them 
with unfailing care. He adopts it as a principle, we 
believe, that they are prospered at Oneida, just in 
proportion to their liberality and devotion in sus- 
taining the press. 
Oneida, Oct. 17, 1852. 

Dear : Your note by M. was thank- 
fully received, and I find my heart in full sym- 
pathy with its sentiments. Truly ‘God has 
filled our treasury and made us to overflow with 
plenty,’ and I can say with you that 1 know he 
is just as bountiful of hisspiritual blessings, and 
that ‘ he will supply grace for all public uses, 
as freely as he does money,’ I have had my 
heart melted in gratitude again and again to see 
how bountifully God has supplied all our exter- 
nal wants; and for a few days past I have had 
my heart waked up to trust him in the same 
way for everything else, 

We are now in circumstances of great tem- 
poral prosperity. God has been teaching us to 
suffer need—to trust him, and behave well in 
the midst of it. It has been very interesting 
and profitable experience, and God has held us 
to it, and drilled us on this point, till he has 
secured our unwavering confidence in his gen- 
erosity—till we could, in the darkest circum- 
stances, quietly wait on him, with the full as- 
surance that all our wants would be bountifully 
supplied. He has never disappointed us. It 
seems to me that we have learned this lesson : 
that this part of our education is finished, ‘and 
that now God is going to teach us how to abound. 
[ see that the same faith and vigilance are ne- 
cessary to behave well in prosperity, as in ad- 
versity. I know that God will see to it that we 
do this. My prayer is for a spirit of meckness 
and humility. 

I have been thankful a thousand times, for 
our financial experience—that God has so man- 
aged it as to constantly increase our faith in him. 
We rejoice when we are in circumstances to 
make money, because we can serve the cause 
by it ; and I have lately seen that we have just 
as much reason, and more, to rejoice in circum- 
stances that will increase our faith ccpitel ; for 
without faith we can do nothing. Is not faith 
the capital on which we are to build up our 
fortune, if we ever secure one? It is by faith 
that we become joint heirs with Christ, to an 
inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. By the same faith I 
believe we have access to the wealth of the 
world. 

I desire to learn how to extract good from 
every thing, and to see the hand of God in all 
our circumstances. Thinking this morning of 
the embarrassed circumstances the past sum- 
mer, of the Newark Community, I saw that 
God knew what would pay best, and had kept 
them the first six months steadily at work mana- 
facturing faith ; and when they have secured 
faith enough to enable them to work to advan- 
tage, I have no doubt they will have all the 
business they can do. Business men find 
that it pays well to spend a good deal of time 
in preparing good machinery and laying in a 
supply of stock ; but God sees it is quite as ne- 
cessary to spend some time in securing a good 
stock of faith. I believe most fully that they 
have been doing a more profitable business than 
making money. I desire earnestly, as I know 
you do, a spirit that will rejoice in all God’s 
dealings with us, and sympathize in all his 
large-hearted plans. 

I have had an increasing desire of late that 
Christ might make the most of me for his ser- 
vice. Ihave written you my first thoughts 
—perhaps you will think it quite a sermon. 

Yours, J. R. Mitver. 








"Letters Received. 
T. Scott; N. Brown; P. M., for A. W. Desmuke ; 





Geo. C. Mix; A. Kinsley; 8. D. Read; D. Long. 
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